, See Also 


‘The fe shld pun TOF BtoB. 


Soeheee 


‘To be rand In conjunction with exhibits in the 


"Connection y GIs. 


1939-1945. 


“quote date 


S, Form 216 


‘The Sofindus Organization. 


‘This organization, Sociedad Pinanciera Industrial, 
was started at the beginning of the Spanish Civil War 
ty HERNHARD with a large sun of money supplied by the 
German Goverment. It was o Nasi organization, created 
for the purpose of supplying FRANCO with war materials. 
Later its fimction was reversed and it conducted econom 
exploitation of Spain for the benefit of Germany. 
During the Civil War it had gained control of many 
mines, comercial firms and agricultural organizations 
which it continued to run even after their return to 
nominal Spanish control. During the Civil War Sofindus 
operated under the nane of Hima Ltd., Agro was an 
agricultural branch @f Sofindus, 


0/Stuf MOSIG was a Gestapo agent who worked under 
HERNBARD as head of the personnel section (in charge 
of administration of personnel and also supervising tl 
conduct), MOSER was planted in Sofindus by LINDENBERG' 
Anti-Nazi Movement. BABCHLE does not know if Sofindus 
ongaged in any intelligence activiéies. 


Chief of the Sofinius organization for exploitation] 
of Spain, Medrid, was Johannes P. FERNHARDT. 


PF, 602,420, BABCH 
Priedheln. Ga. 
Pinal Interrogation 
Report on BAECHLE, 
Nos 19 dated 

18 AUE 1945+ 


Register No, 


[P-. Over 


. further to 19a enclosing information re four Spanish 


2728.45. om ataterent by & » forwarded by Camp 020 
Se 


Register No. Minute Sheet No. 


act from CSDIC 
0S. 
7.12.45. Extract from copy of D.S.0. Gibralter report mentioning 
Alois HADESBECK @ HADESBERG. 


28.12.45. Copy of letter to Economic Warfare Dept. W.1. re HADESBECK, 


17.146. Extract from US! P i » on STEIMLE 
SOPINDUS & the G.I.3. 


26. 


17.1.46, Extract from letter from Economic Warfare Dept., Foreign 


Office mentioning HADESBECK. 


27. 


31.1.46. Extract from letter from Economic Warfare Dept., Foreign 
Office mentioning EADESBECK. 


28. 


11,3046. Copy of letter to P, Witty, Esq., S.I.S. re HADESBECK, 


29. 


tract from letter from 8,I,8. mentioning HAEDERBESK. 


30. 


Extract from letter from §,I.8, mentioning HADESBECK. 


25.7045. Extract from 0: nA) BAOR - interrogation of F.W.K.SDMROSS, - 
referring to 


2ub. 
he. 


26a, 


COPY 


OSDIC(WEA) APPENDIX B TO FR 8&3 
BAOR oN 
25. Jul 46 

Friedrich Wilhelm Kraft siwmoss 


ARPBDIX_B_ 


BUSINESS HOUSES IN SPAIN WITH GERMAN CONNECTIONS 
‘AnD/oR ABW LIAISONS 


(Numbers in brackets after personalities rafer to Appendix I) 


ii. SOFINDUS, MADRID. 


According to Prisoner SOFINDUS was the Spenish continuation of the 
firm HISMA (HISPANO-MARROQUI) founded by BERNHARD and CARRANZA 
(Spanierds) in TETUAN as cover for the support given GORING to 
FRANCO during the Spanish Civil War. According to Prisoner the 
LEGION CONDOR later beceme the official orgen and took the place of 
“cISMA, which then beceme a purely commercial Spanish firm, under the 
direction of BERNHARD end with German approvel and the support of 
FRANCO, for the purpose of implementing GORING's 4-year plen es regerds 
ROWAK, BERLIN. 


Independent of SOFINDUS, other purely Spanish concerns of a 
similer nature were founded, which, however, fomed part of the same 
Scheme and were under German control. The aim wes to further the 
economic interests of SPAIN and export a percentage of her products to 
GERMANY in support of the 4-year plen, Ecch economic eres hed en 
independent firm; SOFINDUS, with BERNHARD at the head, was to to spesk 
the Staff. 


Prisoner states thet the whole SOFINDUS concern worked hend in 
glove with the German Embassy end the Economic Dept, as well as direct 
with ROWAK. There were no direct contacts with Abw, tut several 
employees worked for Abw. 

NUS, MADRID 
Chief: BERNHARD, former chief clerk with H & 0 WILLMIR & Co. 


b) 


PIELES SA, MAD (Furs end leather) 
Maneger: 
$Ssistant: 


i: Clerk: 


3 at TANGIER (Meneger MAWICK) and SEVILLE. 


NOVA_SA, BILBAO 


Menager:  STMMROSS. 


MINERALES DE ESPANA SA, MADRID (Metals) 

Menager: BAUER 

Brench Menager at Hendsye: LOHSE 

Brench at IRUN (here also was a branch of SOFINDUS for dealing wit} 
frontier traffic of all associated concerns) 

Brenches in all metal -producing sress in SPAIN. 


AGRO SA, SEVILLE (Agricultural products) 

Branch et large farm JAIME PEREZ (LOS PALACIOS), Menager URBAN, 
teken over later by PLATE, Prisoner believes thet the listening 
end trensmitting stn of IMKER~{ORCH wes on this farm, 

Brench on a large farm EL BOYAL. This farm went bankrupt through 
bed manegement and AGRO gave it up. 

No Abw activity. 


MUTANA SA, SALAMANCA (Mines) 
Branches in mining @rea. No known Abw activity. 


TRANSPORTES MARION SA, SALAMANCA 
Transport Company. Had its own transport convoys teking SOFINDUS 


products from SPAIN to the German frontier. e 
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CG, Seventh Army Final Interrogation Report on Eugen STEIMLE, 


semi-official Spanish-German trade agency, led by 
BERNHARD, Johannes, SS Oberfuehrer (Details are contained in Appendix #7) 
BERNHARD was mainly a conumercial executive within this corporation, but 
also a Amt VI representative, The Amt VI mission withing SOFINDUS went 
under the name "GRILLE", and was headed by SS Sturmbannfuehrer MOSIG, who 
thereby became the main co-ordinator of all intelligence activity within 
SOFINDUS, The information obtained through SOFINDUS was not as important 
as that obtained through the Polizei-attache, but SOFINDUS had, in STEIMLE’s 
opinion, great possibilities for development, because it provided easy 
commercial "covers" for agents, It also had access to high Spanish industrial 
and commercial circles, and, indirectly, to Allied commercial circles. 
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Roport of STEIULE, Buco 
B, RSHA, 5 


Tho Organization "SOFINDUS" in Spain, and its leador, SS Oborfushror SEKI 


rporation founded Gurin- t 
about the 
it ray safely bo assux a i 
Gornan Ministry no-ies (Roichswirte 
schaftaninis' E a1 ren intoroste in "SOFINDU 
The corporats 
tios to Gurnany and 
be rogarded as an attempt to nonopolise y inportunt foreia 
trade of these two colntrios. STEIMLE is n: r whether or not othor 
companies, acide fron "SOFINDUS", ongnpod in Sponich tre 
know whether or not contracts of individual businoss concrns hi 
sanction of "SOFINDUS", "SOFINDUS" had soveral subsidiary conpuy 
ing was tho del f Spanish cros, wolfra 
the corporation plants in 
Econonios (Re irtachsfteninistoriun) it was 
handled "SOFIN .ffairs. Ur, Johannes BERNHARD was tho ounpany!s > 
Spein, He hed nn dssistent for ‘tho core branch of tho busin! 
STEIMLE doos not know his ERNHARD i have beon a mathor unauom 
s8ful norchent in Kanturr. Ho onigratod to Spanish Moroso ond sottl 
ag a businoss man. There he neque with Franoo. At th 
the Spanish Civil Wor, ho won sco Guerin, 
thie connestion that a Gernan-Spanish "transp, 
of movenont of Spanish tr 
would bo reasonablo t 
dolivery of Gurnan war matorinl 8p Fror t ERNBARD ont 
tainod personal ccnnootions with nd Goring, In uny eno, the foun 
tion of "SOFINDUS",as woll as tho a r, wero 
based on tho Jar, lator on, tho lor STOKER oxaod 
BERNHARD out of his political positi no rosult that BERNHARD had t 
sbtain porniesion fron the Gurnan Enbassy bofcre he could contact or necetint 
with Spanish political asoncics. This rule opplicd up to tho ond of tho Ware 
STEIDLE doos not know whon BERNEARD joined tho 88, prosunos that it happonol 
after the ond of the Civil Wor, Ho did not belonz to the SD, but wes a twnbor 
of the "Allzeneine $8" and apparod on tho rostor of tho Roichafuohrun: SS» 
According to mbjoct's knowlodco ho wes pronot: 88 Oburfuchror in 1916 
ERNHARD is about 50 yoora ol lived with his fanily in Madrid and care t 
Germany on cfficial business only. STEIMLE sow hin last in Borlin in th 
curmor of 194% (July?)s 
Collaboration betwoon "SOFINDUS" and Ant VI1 no collaboration oxisted 4 
whon STEIMLE nesuned offico, It wrs only during tho sumer of 1943, wl 
BERNHARD happened to bo in Borlin and conforred with SCHELLENBERG and STELNMLB 
that BERNHARD acrood to put his infor-ation on politics and ocononics = 
gainod through social contacts - at osal of Ant VI, within tho frane= 
work of "SOFINDUS". Tho ccvor none 4 was then ngrood 
upons 


88 Sturnbannfushrer Bugen MOSIG, prinarily an Intelligence operator (ND 
Mann) who had beon in charzo of Roferat VI B 4, was thereupon transforrot te 
Spain as a dirootor of *SOFINDUS". It was his task to exploit tho eonneoticns 
and capabilities of "SOFINDUS" for the purpose of -athoring political inforsa 
tion as well as information cn scononies. MOSTG started his job about Septer 
1943. Lator on ho was assisted ty a cortain LACKNER, who had been © ro 
Spanish Morocco befere tho war. His achicvenonts wore poor ang 
from Spein in 1944, Tho orzsnigation "GRILLE" had ct its cist) BS expollo. \Y 
largo nunber of V-non, portly within ond pardy outside of en 
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From U.S, F.5.7. ing Final Interrogation Report on Fritz LACKNER, 
former agent of RSHA VI Wispain), 


APPENDIX 
Information Obtained from Subject on Sturmbannfuehrer MOSIG, Eugen 


Walter, Alias INKER, Chief RSHA VI B/4 (Spain) insta}led as assistant 
manager of the SOFINDUS Company and manager of the NON HWS ULTRA Insurance, 


Age: 38, Byes: Bue, 

Height: 1,80m, Eyebrows: Blond, 

Build: Heavy set, Nose: Straight, 

Face: Oval, Hands & Feet; Extremely large, 
Hairs Blon - Cynic expression, 


Last Residence: No 4, Calle de la Brisa, Madrid, House belongs to Bernardo 
LEVINGER, © Jewish emigrant from augsburg, MOSIG dealt in Abwehr Currency, 
naking extremely large profits, Denounced by subject in Nov. 4h, MOSIG was 
to be recalled to Berlin, However, he managed to repeatedly put off the 
recall orders and is still in madrid, 4 W/T station is hidden on the 3rd 
Floor of LEVINGER's house, from where contact was maintained with Berlin, \ ~ 

BERNHARDT, Johannes F,, Oberfushrer SS, Liaison Officer of the | | | 
German Embassy Madrid to Generalissimo Pranco, installed as Sar Manager | 

fof the 


of the SOFINDUS Company, chief of the organization "grillen of the RSHA VI, 


which engaged in interior gpanish problems, Personal Description; 


Age: 50, Face: round, 
Height: 1.68, Eyes: brown, 
Build: Heavy set, Hair: dark, Wears glasses, 


Owns great property at Denia near Alicante, Spain, with a private 
W/T station, art collector, and pseudo-official foreign currency, , gold 
and art dealer of the Reich and its former leaders, Became extremly 
rich in his service in Spain, 


DIETEL, Erich, agent RSHA VI B/4, installed as assistant manager of 
the SOFINDUS Company, Madrid, Personal Description: 


Age: 36 
Height :1. 65m, 
Build: Slender. 


e 


Personal contacts with the Spanish Phalange and the Spanish Air Corps, 


also connections with Anglo American ciréles, 


beeen eeeeceseerceeseereessnses 


KALLAB, alias JEAN, Obersturmfuehrer SS, installed as local represent 


ive of SOPINDUS Co, at Hendaye acting as courier between Hendays, France 
Irum, Spain, facilitating the illegal entry of German agents into Spanish 
territory. Personal Description: 
iene 
Height :1. 88m, Byes: 
Hair: 
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whe company SOFINDUS hed the monopoly of buying 
wolfram for Germany from § — It was used as a cover for 
numerous German nts including the Director General of the 


Gompar RERNEARDT the co-director, The affiliated 
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For P.P, 63203 sormous / \c & 


lth July, 1945. 
PLP. 62955/b. nbs 


Dear Tolhurst, 


Please refér to your letter Gen, 1700/4 of 5.7.45. 
We have the following information about these fims mentioned;- 


I apologise for the delay in answering your letter 
T/E. Gen, 1700/} of 20,2.45, We have the following information, 
additional to that contained in your reports and your letter 
Tl/9/1A, dated 21.8.1, to H.B.M. Eubassy, Madrid, 


Dossier 2500. SOFINDUS 


Pasch HERMANOS, The brothers PASCH were reported in 
April, T9i1 to be the heads of the German Intelligence 
Service in Bilbao, 


PRODUCTS RESINOSO, S.A, Hermann GAERTNER was suspected 
of espionage in Spain, 


HOEPE y Cia, Ltda, 


Reported in 1941 to be actively engaged in espionage for 
Spain, Represents German insurance companies, The German 
Consul in Bilbao was a member of the firm, 


Yours sincerely, 


(signed) J.¢, craufurd, 


A,S, Tolhurst, Esq. , 
Trading with the Enemy Department, 
24, Kingsway, 

LONDON, WC, 


on 5.7.45. under ref: Gen.2700/i 
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Wostern Department, No, 273, dated 19.6.45. 


Spain. 
misation and development of Sofindus. 


The following is dated the 21st May and is 
pased on information obtained by reliable and most delicate 
means from a source in close touch with Bernhardt the German 
head of Sofindus, 


warly History. 


(4) Qn the outbr. of the Spanish Civil War 
in July, 1938, [Bernharat,} wh then living in Spanish 
Morocco, offered his sor¥ices to General Franco with 
whom he had long been on terms of intimate fricndship, 


(41) The urgent problem of the moment was 
transport, and it was therefore decided that Bernhardt 
should go and seo Hitler at Bayreuth to arrange for 
supplics of transport aircraft and material to be sent 
to Spa 


Bernhardt seid that Hitler's objects in 
assist Franco wore purely political and aim 

at os 8 a watch over Gibraltar by © friendly power, 

Goering, on the other hand, insisted that whatever supplies 

were sent to Spein should be peid for in surplus Spanish 

produc or raw materials. 


(iv) In order to regulate this exchange Bernhard’ 
formed two companies, Rowak in Berlin and Hisma (Compania 
Hispano-Marroqui do Transportes) in Tetuan, Tho latter 
consisted of Bornhardt himself and a nominoe of Franco's, 
a retired naval officer named Fernando Ca who, howey 
never took any activo part in tho busine! 

was chosen by Franco himself, the word "Acroos" aftor 
“transportos" being eventually omitted on the grounds 

it would attract unwoleome attention in other countries. 


control of Hisma. 
such a8 Corchos Zim Hingste and Scholz Hermanos were cithor 
bought or acquired, 


uxportation of Spanish minerals. 
(vi) It soon became evident, however, that tho 


supply of Spanish goods could not keop pace with Gorman 
import, end, in order to romedy this, Burnhardt decided 


Sig eplos 


a) (A 


to exploit Spanish minoral possibilities, which, in addition 
to being ono of the mc important sources of the country's 
wealth, were of considerable interest to Germany at that 
time, 


(vit) Ho & ) a number of mining concerns for the 
purpose of invest 1, and developing Spain's resources 
ficld of research covered by 
a1 million pesctas, the inve 

( t for the 
Sof indus < norefore, at pros possession 
the most comprehensive 
Spain, 


ion of Sofindus. 


In cou b tho largest and 
in the cconom 


ation virtually c 
the diroction of Bornhardt 
ries wore taken ovor, and Jatcr othurs 
in connexion with mining interc 


1 that present capita 
, but, on taking 
© t prosent wolf 
that 500 million pe 8 would bo noaror 


i E f possible to 8 
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n authorit 
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ig informed, 


8838) 


Be1.G. 


question. 


PF. 63203. 


Bele bs 
12040 5- 


I fear I cannot give a definite answer to your 


I imagine that this report should be filed in 


Will you give the necessary directions for carding ? 


/ 


j 


4 [/ A 


Reference the attached report ; would you please l.u. 
the following nemes, but do not connect traces : 


Page one, Directorate, all names. 

Fredrich PAEGE SANDAU 

Francisco MAWICK. » * 
ROWAK HANDELSGESELLSCHAFT, G.m.B.H. and address. 
All firms on the list except BAQUERA KUSCHE & 
MARTIN, S.A. which has many traces. 


Page ‘three: All names. 
Also the addresses of all the subsidiary 


firms. teed 


Page two 


Telephone No. 
Howuory 4300, 


Telegraphic Address : 


/ 


TRADING WITH THE ENEMY DEP. 
(Treasury and Board of Trade). 


Our Ref. 
= = 24, KINGSWAY, 


6 =r 


RADENEMY, LONDON” LONDON, W 


Any reply sould be nda 20 February, 19/5. 


“Tae Cowtnotnen Gaverat 


Dear Craufurd, 


I enclose for your information a copy of a 
preliminary note we have drawn up on the Geran controlled 
Spanish concern Sociedad Financiera y Industrial 5, A. 
(Sofindus) of Madrid, and its various subsidiaries and 
associates. 


The report is by no means complete and we are 
still combing our records and those of }, If, 
however, you have any further information relating to this 
firm and its connections, both inside and outside Spanish 
territory, we should be extremely grateful for particulars 
thereof. 


Yours sincerely, 
AG Hetd ug 
Je As Ts Wh wise 
yee 


JeGe Craufurd, Esq, ae 


Box No. 500, 


GeP.0e, 
Oxford, 
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